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FOREST CHEMISTRY RESEARCH
The Forest Chemistry Department continues to add to its impressive 
list of accomplishments through intensive research in many areas.
Insect attractants - especially the one fatal to the Elm bark beetle - 
are being studied further by Dr. Robert Silverstein in collaboration with 
the Zoology and Entomology Departments. Dr. Si1 verstein1s work has recently 
been widely commended. Governor Rockefeller called his efforts "a major 
breakthrough in the battle against Dutch Elm disease".
Plant physiology and ecology are high on the list of important research 
projects. Through plant physiology research, the developing process of the 
living plant is ,becoming mQre clear. The ecology of watery areas, and 
the effect of plant extractives on their ecology, is the subject of Dr. 
Lalond's current study. Some of the extractives have bacteriocidal effects 
and their influence on life processes is not known.
Dr. Tinell is involved in work dealing with plant anatomy at the chem­
ical level. The chemical structure of components of individual plant tissues 
is the main concern of his study.
Dr. Baun is interested presently in the decomposition of resinous pine 
needles on the forest floor. He hopes to collect data on the turpines of 
these needles as they undergo decay.
In the area of polymer research, the properties of polymers and how 
their structure relates to their properties comprise the bulk of study. In 
order to study polymer structure and also the chemical reactions during poly­
merization, complex instruments are being used.
What properties result when polymers are transformed into crystalline 
and amorphous forms was found to be a question with some unusual answers. 
Waterholding properties were found to exist in some polymers. These might 
be used in desalinization techniques. Some had very high melting points, 
making them suitable for high-temperature applications.
Polysacharides were synthesized using enzymes. Medicinal uses for these 
have been found.
Wood's plasticity and the properties related to it is another facet of 
the Chemistry Department's research. This area is closely related to the 
Wood Products section. In fact, Dr. Davidson of Wood Products, cooperating 
with the Forest Chemistry Department, has established a method for color 
control during ammonia bending of wood which before was unknown. Now, as a 
result of intensive research, an unwanted difference in color in the finished 









Students and faculty who have ideas about our College, 
notices they wish to announce, suggestions, stories, 
poems or anything that they might think our readers would 
find interesting are encouraged to submit these to the 
KNOTHOLE for publication. Please sign name to articles, 
and date them as well.
Articles should be put in the KNOTHOLE mailbox in the 
basement of Marshall Hall no later than ten days before 
publication.
Anyone interested in joining the KH Staff is encouraged to get in touch 
with any of our staff members either in person or else via student mail.















FACULTY ADVISOR: Dr. J. V. Berglund
LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
ECOLOGY AND SACRIFICES
Since last spring the words ecology and environment have been added to 
many vocabularies or have taken on new dimensions. Americans, young and old, 
1nft and riyht, have adopted the environmental crusade as their own,
! have watched the progress of this environmenta 1 interest very closely. 
Much has been said, planned, and some action has been taken. I think indus­
tries and cities are meeting the problem with greater rapport than that which 
they were p resen teiJ/fthe problem. Likewise, our various governmental levels 
have reacted quickly, and I hope sincerely, to the issue.
However, I sense failure of the ecology challenge due to the actions 
and inactions of we the people. The environmental problem will start and 
succeed or never really start and fail at the individual level; you and I as 
well at ’that guy next door".
I am talking about sacrifices and inconveniences on our part as day to 
day individuals. We need to become conscious conservators; people who are 
ecology-minded in their activities, purchases and details of their daily 
life.
Some examples:
Buy food stuffs in returnable or biodegradable containers. This will 
reduce resource waste and lessen refuse burdens.
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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Consolidate daily auto trips into one or two, doing as many errands 
fth one trip as possible. Walk to adjacent stores. Autos account for the 
bulk of air pollution and the numerous small trips add to it greatly.
Wise and conservative use of electricity. The less electrical demand 
there is the less over-production, with less production pollution. Purchase 
products from ecology-conscious businesses. They will appreciate your re- 
cognition of their sacrifice.
Double-up or triple-up for the daily trips to the school or office.
Note the "one person per car" syndrome we see each day; people and cars that 
end up parked and working within blocks of each other. Lessen congestion and 
pollution; double-up.
Some of these may seem petty or impractical, but our environmental pro­
blem is neither practical or petty. The problem is in our hands at the store 
and ignition switch as well as at the polls or nearest industry President's 
ear.
It is what we do day to day, each of us, that will make or break our 
environment. It is indeed our challenge to be met only with concern and our 
sacrifices.
-Jamieson R. Steele 
Kappa Phi Delta '70
AN INSIGHT:
There is a book by Farly Mowat entitled Never Cry Wolf. In it, Mowat para­
phrases an ancient Eskimo legend. Those of us who call ourselves scientists 
may gain a little humility from this ancient story of life. A story already 
old when Darwin's culture was born.
"In the beginning there was a Woman and a Man, and nothing else walked 
or swam or flew in the world until one day the Woman dug a great hole in the 
ground and began fishing in it. One by one she pulled out all the animals 
and the last one she pulled out of the hole was the caribou. Then Kaila, 
who is the God of the Sky, told the woman the caribou was the greatest gift 
of all, for the caribou would be the sustenance of man".
"The Woman set the caribou free and ordered it to go out over the land 
and multiply, and the caribou did as the Woman said; and in time the land 
was filled with caribou, so the sons of the Woman hunted well, and they were 
fed and clothed and had good skin tents to live in, all from the caribou".
"The sons of the Woman hunted only the big, fat caribou, for they had 
no wish to kill the weak and the small and the sick, since these were no 
good to eat, nor were their skins much good. And, after a time, it happened 
that the sick and the weak came to outnumber the fat and the strong, and 
when the sons saw this they were dismayed and they complained to the Woman".
"Then the Woman made magic and spoke to Kaila and said: 'Your work is
no good for the caribou grow weak and sick, and if we. eat them we must grow 
weak and sick also'".
"Kaila heard, and he said, 'My work is good. I shall tell Amorak (the 
spirit of the Wolf), and he shall tell his children, and they will eat the 
sick and the weak and the small caribou, so that the land will be left for the 
fat and the good ones!'*'
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 3
"And this is what happened, and 
this is why the caribou and the wolf 
are one; for the caribou feeds the wolf, 




Frank Gress, a graduate student at the University of California, spent 
32 days this year on Anacapa Island, off the coast of Southern California, 
in a California Fish and Game study of brown pelican nesting. Gress observed 
552 nesting attempts from February through June, and out of the 552 attempts, 
only one pelican was produced. The cause of the incubation failure was 
attributed to the thin-shelled eggs, caused by a high level of pesticides,
DDT and its metabolites, in the tissues and eggs. According to the Los 
Angeles Times, scientists are concerned because "such reproductive failure 
in sea birds indicated a contamination of the marine ecology of major 
consequence, which could mean the extinction of some species".
- Skin Diver, November 1970, Vol. 19, No. 11
-Jay Horstmann
A Day Out At Sea
The wind it was a blowin1, hard out o' the old Nor1 West;
By the size of the waves breakin over my bow 
I knew I'd have to tack my best.
I had seen it rough before but not like so,
For the white caps were so close the water looked like snow.
No one in his right mind would be out of the inlet today,
But I had to check my nets or else receive no pay.
Once past the finger of land that acted as a break,
The huge merciless waves came crashin; no one did they forsake.
Now, on past the reef where many a fool did drown;
A kind place to me, but to you whose grave the waves did pound,
It was a hell hole - where no small wave did roll,
But the crying of the wind and the roaring of the waves was the only sound. 
Out to the middle ground, (the area that I called my shop)
Out to my work, from which I could not stop.
The sea clawed at me as if but to say,
"You belong here forever and here you should stay".
But I knew that land was where my home was,
And that a man such as me has to do what he does.
So I hauled in my anchor and headed the bow;
Into the North where I knew that somehow,
This direction would take me from the sea, for now.
As I headed for the creek which was my boat's home,
\A cool feeling crept over me 
"etting me know I was all alone.
Xould hear my engine chug as my boat heaved to and aft,
I thought of my freedom from man's strife and I laughed. ^
\  (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
-• end of another typical day was coming to an end, 
nen off to the city's market my catch I would send.
Now r could see the light on the buoy's rusted dome, 
Meaning smooth water, safety, and home.
But as I drew nearer the mainland and farther from sea; 
By the brine - crusted leaves of the shoreline trees,
I swear that the wind and the huge waves said,
"Come back home; come back to ME".
-Name withheld by request
STUDENT LEADER'S CONFERENCE 1970 - 
A DISCUSSION ON CURRICULA
The day was October 29; the place was Highland County Forest, and the event 
was the annual Student Leader's Conference of the SUNY College of Forestry.
An interesting day to be sure, and this is how it went:
President Palmer opened up the Conference with words about the College's 
new organization, whereby the various schools here will be environmentally- 
oriented. He said that this is all a part of translating the skills of our 
college into public policy, and that such exposure is long overdue. With the 
President's closing comments on the relevance of the topics chosen for dis­
cussion that day, Gary Tompkins - Student Chairman of the conference, separa­
ted the entire group of students and faculty into three units. Here the 
three Subject areas (General Education, a proposed Environmental Curriculum, 
and Honors Program) for the Conference began to be discussed; each unit 
tackling a different one. By the end of the day, the separate units had 
debated over each of these topics. The Honor's Program seemed to meet with 
a general amount of disfavor among the students represented. Many thoughts 
about such a program being too restrictive and "elite" seemed to typify the 
feelings expressed, but its impact on seniors applying to Graduate School was 
recognized.
Most of the people thought that an Environmental Curriculum would indeed be 
a good idea, but it was evident in some ceases that a disagreement on what 
such a curriculum should include and how it would be structured dominated much 
of the discussion. The third topic - that of General Education, appeared to 
be the topic of most concern for the day. Here it was argued that a student 
attending our college does not become a technician, but a professional for­
ester in his/her respective field. As such, general educational courses 
should be of major interest, because part of being a professional person is 
knowing howi/ to speak, how to think logically, having a little knowledge of 
history, the arts, etc. But here, the same as in the other topics, no 
agreement was made pertaining to exactly how such general education courses 
could effectively be put into our curriculums without deleting the necessary 
science courses we must take.
All in all, it was a day of pertainent discussion about our curricula at the 
College of Forestry - how it is now, and what it possibly could be in the 
future. There is little doubt that those in attendance did go home that day 
with thoughts about the subjects discussed. The importance of the topics 
was evident by the intense activity during the discussions and, I might add, 
by the unsolved problems that our own questions that day created.




An interesting exhibit of acrylics, ceramics, metal jewelry, wood crafts 
and the like is now on exhibit through December 20 at the Everson Museum of 
Art, 401 Harrison Street, Syracuse. In this exhibit, artist-craftsmen from 
throughout the state offer a wide variety of hand-fashioned treasures that 
give the mind a glimpse of man's creativity. Many of the pieces on display 
are for sale, but all of them are for your viewing. For information, tele­
phone the Everson Museum Sales Gallery, 315-474-6064. The Museum is open to 
the public Tuesday through Sunday, 12 Noon until 5:00 P.M. There is no 
admission fee.













We are your representatives in name only if you, the Freshmen Class, 
do not give us your support and ideas to present for action to the Forestry 
Student Counci 1,
Anyone interested in employment in any foreign country for summer 1971, 
please leave a note to such effect (and where you would possibly like to work) 
in the KNOTHOLE mailbox.
ATTENTION : ENVIRONMENTALI STS/ENGINEERS
Colonel Ray S. Hansen, District Engineer for the Army Corps of Engineers 
at Buffalo, New York, will speak in 5 Illick at 8:00 P.M., November 18 on how 
the Corps plans to incorporate the growing volume of environmental data into 
its construction projects and studies. A graduate of West Point in 1950, Col. 
Hansen also holds a Master of Science degree in Civil Engineering from M.I.T. 
He heads a district which encompasses most of Lake Erie, Lake Ontario, and 
the St. Lawrence River. He is in charge of planning and construction on 
national and international waterways, as well as flood plain studies within 
the drainage area of his district. Examples of the Corps' work are: the
study for a Lake Erie-Lake Ontario Waterway, the current study of the American 
Falls, and the proposed flood-control dam on the Genesee River south of 
Letchworth State Park.
Students and professors should find the talk both interesting and timely. 
As ecological concerns must not be pushed aside for the sake of progress, 
these two are no longer separable. The Forest Engineers Club is sponsoring 
Col. Hansen, and invites all students and faculty to attend.
6
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The next Nifkin hour will be on Thursday, November 10, 1970, from 3:30 P.M. 
to 5:00 P.M. , Moon Library Conference Room. Hope to see you there!
FALL LECTURE SERIES:
"Response to Challenge: A Review of the Environmental Plans and Policies
of New York S tate".
The purpose of this lecture series will be to continue the discussion of 
Environmental Problems that took place last spring in connection with Earth 
Day. This series will give an opportunity for students, interested citizens, 
and the faculty of the Syracuse community to hear first hand what the officials 
of New York State are doing to alleviate the Environmental Problems. At the 
same time, it will give the participating official an opportunity for the 
views and response of this very concerned audience. It is hoped that this 
exchange would continue to stimulate commitment and participation in all 






Dr. Sal J. Prezioso, Director 
Office of Parks and Recreation 
State of New York
George Dudley, President 
Environmental Facilities Corporation 
State of New York
In addition: (Tentative) Ed Logue, Director
Urban Development Corporation
State of New York
Henry Diamond, Director
Department of Environmental Conservation 
State of New York
James Biggane, Executive Director 
State of New York Environmental Board
The last three men on the list have been invited, but have not responded 
to our letter as yet; hopefully, they will be speaking this semester.
The
Forestry
lectures will take place 
campus and they are open
in I l l i c k  Auditorium on the College of 
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